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Robert D. Kaplan is one of our leading international journalists, someone who can explain the most

complicated and volatile regions and show why theyâ€™re relevant to our world. In Surrender or

Starve, Kaplan illuminates the fault lines in the Horn of Africa, which is emerging as a crucial region

for Americaâ€™s ongoing war on terrorism. Reporting from Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, and Eritrea,

Kaplan examines the factors behind the famine that ravaged the region in the 1980s, exploring the

ethnic, religious, and class conflicts that are crucial for understanding the region today. He offers a

new foreword and afterword that show how the nations have developed since the famine, and why

this region will only grow more important to the United States. Wielding his trademark ability to blend

on-the-ground reporting and cogent analysis, Robert D. Kaplan introduces us to a fascinating part of

the world, one that it would behoove all of us to know more about.
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This book details Kaplan's reporting from the African famine zones in the mid-1980s. While specific

events are getting outdated, Kaplan does provide plenty of insight and realism about famine and

power in Africa. This book mostly covers developments in Ethiopia, with important details on the

separatist provinces of Tigre and Eritrea. Despite the book's subtitle, there is only some tangential

coverage of Somalia as it related to events in Ethiopia at the time. Note that Somalia's

well-publicized disasters hadn't happened yet. The same is true for coverage on Sudan, except for

the latter parts of the book when obscure struggles in the inaccessible southern parts of the country

caught Kaplan's attention. Also note that this new edition is supplemented with an enlightening



update from the newly independent nation of Eritrea.What matters most in this book in Kaplan's use

of realism when interpreting events in the Horn of Africa, as he has done in all his other books

covering various hellholes around the developing world. While the famines in the mid-80s shocked

the world, most Western people (and governments) thought that drought was the unavoidable

culprit. However, Kaplan proves through ground-level experience that the famines were really the

outcome of murderous political policies, as food (and the withholding of it) was used as a weapon by

the ruling regimes to control dissident groups, while never-ending civil wars and power politics

impeded distribution of aid money and supplies.Beware that this book nearly collapses in Part 4 as

Kaplan analyzes the actions of the US and USSR when the Horn became embroiled in Cold War

politics.
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